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United Way of York County, SC

Mission Statement
To help 3,000 York County families achieve

financial stability by 2030.

Our Vision
A financially stable community where

everyone thrives.

Our Work
To move the needle in leading families
toward financial stability, United Way
focuses on Workforce Development,

Financial Literacy, and Economic and Family
Support. United Way serves as the lead
organization in convening partners to

seamlessly connect families with
organizations addressing common barriers

to financial stability.
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Dear Friend,

On behalf of United Way of York County, SC,
thank you for your generous support and
commitment to our community.

Your leadership is helping local families move
toward financial stability at a time when the
cost of basic necessities continues to outpace
what many hardworking households earn.

Together, we are removing barriers to
employment, expanding access to financial
education, connecting neighbors with critical
resources through 2-1-1, strengthening
disaster preparedness, supporting working
parents with childcare assistance, and
investing in innovative solutions that help
families build a brighter future.

Your gifts make this work possible, and we are
honored to have you as a partner. Thank you
for believing in the potential of every person in
York County.

Sincerely

Wes Hayes
Palmetto Leadership Society Chair
2025-2026



The Palmetto Leadership Society
recognizes local philanthropic champions

who have devoted time, talent, and funds to
create long-lasting changes.

Each year, hundreds of individuals partner
with United Way of York County, SC as

leadership givers to significantly improve
the financial stability of 
York County families. 

Their contributions are leveraged to support
the most effective, measurable outcomes

that meet our community's greatest needs. 

LEADERSHIP LEVELS

Order of Independence Society
$15,000 and above
Tocqueville Society
$10,000 - $14,999

Visionary’s Society
$7,500 - $9,999

Advocate’s Society
$5,000 - $7,499

Sustainer’s Society
$2,500 - $4,999

Ambassador's Society
$1,000 - $2,499

Changemaker’s Society
$600 - $999
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Order of Independence
$15,000 and above

John and Linda Godbold
Marvin and Joy Smith

Tocqueville Society
$10,000 - $14,999

Bryant and Lynn Barnes
Phyllis and Fred Faircloth, III

T. Preston and Donna Gillespie
Tom and Joy Simril

3 Anonymous Donors 

Visionary's Society
$7,500 - $9,999
Mandi Brigman

William and Nicole Flippin

Advocate's Society
$5,000 - $7,499

Bernie and Teri Ackerman
Peter and Nancy Burroughs

Will Close
Derick Close

Rebecca Melton
Jim and Peggy Morris
Greg and Jill Parsons

Robert and Kathy Pender
Jimmy and Suzanne Sprouse

Patrick and Jamie White
Gary and Peggy Williams
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Sustainer's Society
$2,500-$4,999
Eileen Barrett

Bill and Karen Beaty
Rob and Helen Combs

Harry M. Dalton and Kathie
Brabham

Jens Eichhorn
Ed and Sue Ewald

Gene and Deborah Gregoire
Sam Holeman

Thomas C. Layton
Anna Marriott

Frank and Paige Marshall
Michael K. Meyer

Stephan and Katarina Moyon
Albert and Judy Oliphant

Franklin and Pam Pendleton
Russell Propst and Deborra Wood

Thomas Salerno
Jeff Sample and Chrissy Sinclair

James D. and Judy Sharp
Skip and Judy Tuttle

Helen and Kent Zimmerman
3 anonymous donors
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Ambassador's Society
$1,000 - $2,499

Adam and Joselyn Aguirre
Scott and Elizabeth Bagwell

Carole and Steve Bale
Kyle Ballard

Betsy and Dan Bartel
Branden T. Bechtel

Michelle Bragg
Diana Braunbeck

Dick and Linda Bridges
Joseph S. Brown 

James Burns
Timothy and Cecilia Carey

Darnell Carr
Beverly A. Carroll
Angela Chambers

Tom and Robin Clinton
Jim and Barbara Clinton

Chip and Judy Comer
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Coombs

Dr. Elaine J. Copeland
John P Coppinger
Bree & DJ Cordes
Joshua R Currie

Daly Family
Boyce D. Davis

Robert and Pam Dowdy
Judy Emeott-Burkett and George

Burkett
Forrest and Linda Emerson
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Caroline Erdrich
L. Dean Faile

Dewey D. Fowler
Sabrina Gast

Harry and Nina Gibson
Brian and Lauren Grohe

Mark A. Hamblin
Kack and Jim Hardin

Michelle and Tony Harris
Cathy F. Harrison

Sally and Wes Hayes
Mike Hill

Chris M Hobson
Rob Hohn

Geri Hopkins 
Michelle Johnson

Paul Johnson
Jeffrey Johnson

Ben and Betty Johnson
Will Jordan

Charlotte and Shelbi Knight
Henry LaBrun

Mac and Doris Leitner
Nancy Lybrand

Jan Martin
Ted and Debbie Matthews

Kathy McKinney
Rob Melton

Harry and Virginia Miller
Marty and Judy Mobley
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Devin T Murray
Mary M. Nixon

Sandra Oborokumo
Devi Patel

In Memory of Frank Pope and
Mary Anne O'Connell-Pope

Colleen Ramirez
Mr. Henry E. Riffe, III

Matthew and Karen Rodino
Rion Rutledge

Bill and Shelma Scales
George and Penny Sheppard

Bryan Shia
Shannon Sikes

Becci Smith
Abigail Smith
Patty Sparks

Teresa Stanton
Amy Gulig Strong

Cassandra and Jaye Taliaferra
Judy and Norman Taylor

Craig Templeton
Constance Toler

Jason Weil
Sally and Kent Weymouth

Dean White
Sandra and Spratt White
Larry and Kathy Wilson
Phil and Yolanda Wright

Jason and Adriane Wright
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Blake L. Wright
Shirlene Young

Kendra and Tim Zajac
David and Victoria Zenns
22 Anonymous Donors 

 

Changemaker's Society
$600-$999

Angela Adams
Matthew Adkins

Dewayne and Linda Alford
Lee S. Alford
Mark Arant

Jimmy Bagley, Jr
Dr. and Mrs. Connie M. Baker

Bob and Gay Breakfield
Stephen and Susan Budko

Brian Carter
Wendy Claassen

Mr. and Mrs. Heath Clevenger
Drs. Kelly M. and Beth G. Costner

Ellen S. Crabtree
Carly Dodds

Lars Feenstra
Cheryl and Joe Forlines
John and Cristi Gettys

Corbett and Meredith Gibson
Keith Greenberg

David and Crystal Guyton
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Craig Haase
Lorin Hamilton
Carol R. Harvey

Allison B. Harvey
Dale and Mary Ellen Helgason

Bill and Faye Jackson
Alan Jones

Stephen Jose
Dr. Trent and Kristen Kull

Lindsey and Ross A. Lawson
Jessica Little
Denise Long

Angie Lookabill
Renee Lowery

Skye and Shelby Maloney
Brittanie M Miles

Terry and Marsha Millar
Jake and Jane Modla
Stacey Jeanne Moore

Ann Morgan
Stephan Nishimuta

Gregory Oakes
Roy Page, Jr.

Patti and Ernie Panetti
Justin Parrish

Rebecca B. Partlow
Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Redfern, III

Brian Richards
Natalie Rimmer

Frank Robards, III
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Jimmy and Becca Robinson
Mollie and Jason Rose

Eric Samuel
Jay Schwartz

Mitsuko and Keith Shannon
Andy and Terrah Shene

Elizabeth Starnes
Al Steele

Stephen and Debbie Turner
David Elvis Vrolyk

Maddison P Wilkerson
Olivia Willis

Carolyn Woodruff
Nelson E. Wright

Lee and Leah Youngblood
20 Anonymous Donors 

Please note, booklet reflects
PLS donors as of June 30, 2026.
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United Way of York County, SC is
committed to helping York County
families achieve financial stability.

 We are excited to continue to create
partnerships through grants,

committees, referral programs, and
more. 

With your help, United Way and its grant
recipients work to tackle financial

instability from all angles. 

Workforce Development Partners
Alston Wilkes Society

Bethel Shelters
Children's Attention Home

The Foundation for Rock Hill Schools
The Haven Men’s Shelter
York One School District

Financial Literacy Partners
A Father's Way

Habitat for Humanity of York County
Pilgrims' Inn

Economic & Family Support Partners
Safe Passage

York County First Steps
Catawba Area Coalition for the

Homeless
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United Way Programs

INNOVATIVE STRATEGIES: United Way of
York County, SC’s Innovative Impact Strategy,
Power to Thrive, removes barriers to help low-
to-moderate income families more easily
access and navigate services to reach
financial stability through our Financial
Stability Network. An individual’s path to self-
sufficiency is often filled with obstacles that
can slow or even prevent them from escaping
financial instability. We focus our resources
on eliminating the complex hurdles limiting
families to simply surviving instead of truly
thriving. 
 
MONEY WORKS FINANCIAL LITERACY
PROGRAM: Based on the FDIC's evidence-
based curriculum, Money Smart, Money
Works is a "choose your own path" program
that allows clients to customize their
experience based on their financial
knowledge, skills, and long-term goals. 

UNITED WAY'S CALL CENTER: United Way of
York County, SC 2-1-1 or 866-892-9211
connects people with important community
services to meet everyday needs and the
immediate needs of people in crisis.
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United Way Programs Continued

York County Community Organizations
Active IN Disaster (YC-COAD):
Recent events in our County identified the
need for a prepared disaster plan. United Way
of York County, SC is uniting community, non-
profit organizations, businesses, faith-based
organizations and volunteers to prepare,
respond and recover from disasters in York
County. UWYC leads the steering committee
comprised of The Salvation Army, American
Red Cross, Habitat for Humanity, York County
Emergency Management and York Baptist
Association.The YC-COAD’s proactive
approach ensures that our community is
resilient and ready for any kind of natural or
man-made disaster. 

Barriers to Employment Program:
The Barriers to Employment Program aims to
support individuals in our community in
gaining and/or sustaining employment. This
entails either helping individuals address
barriers preventing them from connecting to
an employer and accessing work, or
addressing barriers that could prevent
individuals from continuing work at their
current job. This ensures that individuals can
access gainful employment and ultimately
reach financial stability. 
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Childcare Assistance:
United Way of York County, SC in partnership
with York County First Steps, provided
Childcare Assistance for York Technical
College students over the course of their
academic years. UWYC provides scholarship
assistance to supplement childcare costs for
the 40 weeks of the school year. Prior to
entering this program, students either had a
friend, family member or neighbor caring for
their child or were taking online courses while
caring for their children at home. Students
receiving this assistance increase their GPAs,
decrease their financial stress, complete their
programs, and access gainful employment
upon program completion.

LETTER CARRIERS’ STAMP OUT HUNGER
FOOD DRIVE: United Way of York County, SC
partners with the National Letter Carriers’
Association annually to collect food items
placed at mailboxes by residents. Items are
distributed to local food pantries that are in
need of re-stocking their shelves during
critical summer months. 

VITA: Through the Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance (VITA) program, volunteers
become certified tax preparers and provide
qualifying individuals and families with free,
reliable assistance in filing state and federal
returns. UWYC is a proud community partner
of the VITA program.
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For questions, comments, or additional
brochures, please contact Rebecca Melton

at 803-324-2776 or
rmelton@unitedwayofyc.org.



226 Northpark Drive, Suite 100
PO Box 925, Rock Hill, SC 29731

(803) 324-2735
fax: (803) 324-2987

www.unitedwayofyc.org
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